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Who We Are 

The Ninth Congressional District (CD) is 
the only district entirely within Brooklyn. In 
general, the boundary on the north is At-
lantic Avenue and Dean Street, and to the 
south, the Shore Parkway. The eastern 
borders are Powell Street in Brownsville, 
Ralph Ave in Wingate, Prospect Lefferts 
and East Flatbush and narrow along several 
streets through Marine Park. The western 
edge runs from 6th Avenue in Park Slope, 
along with both sides of the Prospect Ex-
pressway and both sides of Coney Island 
Avenue to the west and south through Fisk 
Terrace, Midwood, Marine Park, Kings, 
and Sheepshead Bay. A fantastic set of 
neighborhoods. 
 
CD9 shares Brooklyn with Hakeem Jeffer-
ies (CD8), Nadia Valesquez (CD7), and 
Jerold Nadler (CD10), and Dan Donovan 
(CD11) The idea is to get to know all of the 
NY Delegation. Step one is to define CD9 
issues and support the ideals of Indivisible 
and other grass roots advocacy groups.  
 

Demographics of CD9 

A brief look at the social characteristics and vital statistics of CD9 reveals the 
extraordinary diversity and significant economic power. Our priority is to push Evette 
Clarke or replace her through our capacity to express the needs, interests, and con-
cerns of constituents and advocates. The following are 2015 estimates from the Ameri-
can Community Survey (ACS) of the U.S. Census based on sample surveys.  

The numbers are rounded to the nearest thousand or hundred, but stat within survey’s 
the margin of error.  As the saying goes, there are lies, damn lies, and statistics, so re-
view this as reasonably factual, but not literal.  Most importantly, think of the ques-
tions this data inspires. Have a look at this resource: American Fact Finder for more 
details about how the Census and the ACS work.(Contact Us if you will help here). 

Note: See the Public Mapping Project for redistricting analysis. District Builder, is an 

open application designed to give the public a transparent, accessible, and easy-to-use 

on-line mapping tools. Have a look.   

Ninth Congressional District 

https://www.indivisible.org/
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
http://www.communitiydesign.net/Indivisible
http://www.publicmapping.org/
http://www.publicmapping.org/resources/software
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Ancestry and Place of Birth 

 

  
 

Ancestry describes the total number of people who responded to a particular na-
tional area (413, 000 people). For example, the estimate given for Russian is the 
number of individuals who listed Russian as either their first or second ancestry. 
The “other” group are people who registered Slovak, Danish, French Canadian, 
Lithuanian, Swiss, Portuguese, Czech, Welsh, Norwegian, Swedish, Greek, Dutch-
Hungarian, and French (except Basque). People born in South Central Asia are 
part of the CD9 community and among the 347,000 people that did not list ances-
try, in preference to national origin. We can describe our roots many ways; as a 
place of ancestry or birth in the U.S. or another country.  Data sets include our 
year of entry from one location to another as a matter of international or local mi-
gration and parsed by citizenship, race, ethnic or Hispanic origin, income, educa-
tion, health, even family size.  

The growing percentage of people who have decided to report their ancestry as 
“American” is growing. The number who reported  American and no other 
ancestry increased from 12.4 million in 1990 to 20.2 million in 2000.  In one way, 
this is saying the USA is a very young country.  In another way, it means how 
much we have yet to learn about being American. 

The total population of District 9 of 750,417 is an estimate by the American 
Community Survey. Each cohort’s margin of error estimate is necessary.  For ex-
ample, the rating for a place of birth as Pakistan is +/- 800 people. In the 2020 
census, the numbers become final and the process of one- and five-year estimates 
begin anew. 

 

Scottish 3,928 

Arab 9,320 

Ukrainian 11,899 

English 13,072 

Polish 15,250 

German 17,718 

All Other 21,712 

Russian 22,467 

Italian 22,633 

Irish 26,012 

Sub-Saharan African 31,343 

American 39,611 

West Indian (Non-H.) 178,939 

Total Ancestry: 413,904 
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The chart above shows this data for South Asia, of which people from Pakistan rep-
resent a majority of a diverse Asian population. Place of birth charts for the 29,000 
people born other parts of Asia would be similar. People born in Europe represent 
45,000 people of which Eastern European constitute the majority (36,000 people). 
We have about 8,000 people born in Africa. People born in Latin America total 
195,000 people. 
 
Bottom line: those born in the United States represent 58% of the District’s 
population, and 39% were born in another country.   
 

 
 

 

 

Native,  
451,982, 58% 

 Born in Puerto 
Rico, U.S. Island 
areas, or born 

abroad to 
American 

parent(s), 19,811, 
3% 

  Foreign born, 
307,243, 39% 

Population Born in US or to US Parents: 61% Born in Another Country: 39% 
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A demographic analysis of the Ninth Congressional District and the many neigh-
borhoods within its boundaries helps to develop questions that define common 
concerns best put to national representatives. Officials from the city and state lev-
el are best to press needs that are more urgent. Nevertheless, it is our civic re-
sponsibility to forge unity among our representatives on vital issues, among these 
are continuous improvements in the quality of housing, education, and health.  

The quality, condition, and management of housing define a neighborhood. Fol-
lowing are a few important aspects of housing in CD9. When did the people who 
live in CD9 get here? What are people paying for rent and is it affordable? What is 
our educational attainment? What is our income? What do we do? How are we 
employed and what businesses do we own or manage? 

Housing 
CD9 is a community of new people.  Over 65% of residents moved into CD9 since 2000.  

The construction of new housing in Brooklyn since 2015 has been nothing but ex-

traordinary and due in part, to discretionary tax and zoning incentives throughout 

CD9. This district has 22,000 vacant housing units to produce a meager rate of 1.3% 

in owner housing and a 3.3% rental vacancy rate. Low levels in a city tend to pro-

duce higher rents. New construction should help retain some stability in the market. 

Nevertheless, the sense of displacement is upon many of CD9’s neighborhoods, de-

spite programs and the Rent Stabilization Law. Just 80,000 housing units are own-

er-occupied of CD9’s 304,000-unit total. Nearly 16,000 homes were occupied in 

2015 or later and speaks, in part, to the rate of new construction. A drive down 

Ocean Avenue, the arterial spine of CD9 presents a series of newly built, modestly 

designed six to eight-story residential buildings. A new 236-unit, 28-story tower to 

the east on Voorhees Avenue in Sheepshead Bay speaks to housing affordability. A 

condo apartment reportedly begins around $700,000 while the rental asking price 

for a two-bedroom apartment is $4,000.   

  

15,839 

92,677 

78,898 

43,590 

27,756 

23,027 

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000

Moved in 2015 or later

Moved in 2010 to 2014

Moved in 2000 to 2009

Moved in 1990 to 1999

Moved in 1980 to 1989

Moved in 1979 and earlier

Year Moved In: 282,000 Units   
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Only 8% of households 
pay monthly rents over 
$2,000 31% of renters 
pay less than $1,000 and 
61% pay between one 
and two thousand dollars 
per month. There are 
190,000 rental units of 
the 282,000 total in 
CD9.  

In 2015, the community began to pay more for housing than it can afford.  

Occupied Units for Rent 190,231 

Less than $500  17,117 

$500 to $999 41,149 

$1,000 to $1,499 84,682 

$1,500 to $1,999 31,601 

$2,000 to $2,499 9,380 

$2,500 to $2,999  3,729 

$3,000 or more 2,573 

 

A useful affordability rule is to take a 35% of your annual gross household income 
and divide it by 12 months.  In 2015, the rent for almost half of the community’s 
190,000 rental apartments was more than 35% of household income.  
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Low-turnover areas suggest lower rates of 
household income growth and other is-
sues linked to the quality of housing at 
comparable rents.   
 
The following lists the number of rent-
stabilized apartments in and around the 
9th Congressional District 
 
Park Slope-Gowanus 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 6,165 
Crown Heights North 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 16,248 
Crown Heights South 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 9,254 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens-Wingate 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 15,402 
 

Flatbush 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 23,767 
East Flatbush-Farragut 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 5,218 
Kensington-Ocean Parkway 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 4,715 
Midwood 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 8,605 
Madison 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 5,229 
Ocean Parkway South 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 1,776 
Homecrest 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 4,425 
Sheepshead -Gerritsen &-
Manhattan B. 
Number of rent-stabilized units: 3,725 
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Education 

Advanced learning choices for people is an urban asset. New York City is the prem-
ier center for education. Of Brooklyn’s fifteen higher education institutions, CD9 
includes Medgar Evers College (SUNY), the Health Science Center At Brooklyn 
Downstate (SUNY) and Brooklyn College (CUNY). CD9 has about 100,000 young 
people attending college or high school and a similar number of children in public 
schools. 

 

The population 25 years+ is 522,000. Just 15% are without a high school education. 

 

Nursery school, 
preschool 

6% 

Kindergarten 
6% 

Elementary school 
(grades 1-8) 

73,334 
38% 

High school 
(grades 9-12) 

37,810 
20% 

College or 
graduate school 

58,965 
30% 

194,000 Students in School 

Less than 9th 
grade, 36,985, 

7% 
9th to 12th 
grade, no 

diploma, 40,459, 
8% 

High school 
graduate (inc. 
equivalency), 
136,836, 26% 

Some College , 
77,817, 15% 

Associate's 
degree, 34,934, 

7% 

Bachelor's 
degree, 113,735, 

22% 

Graduate or 
professional 

degree, 81,181, 
15% 

Educational Attainment: CD9  
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Employment, Income, and Business 

 

Of the 364,000 people at work, 278,000 are private wage salary workers, 58,000 

people work for government and 28,000 are self-employed. The majority of people 

(230,000) get to work using public transportation (subways/buses) to get to work. 
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Of the people at work in CD9 who are 16 years and over, most are in management, 

business, science, and arts (151,000) another 92,000 people work in service occupa-

tions of which health service employment is significant. Sales and office jobs repre-

sent 73,000 individuals in the district. 

Education, health and social service industries employ the most people (123,000).  

The second largest source jobs are in professional, science, management and waste 

management service (46,000). The third largest employers are Retail Trade busi-

nesses (32,000 people) followed by the arts, entertainment and recreation indus-

tries, including accommodation and food services (29.000) 

The companies located in CD9 employ 114,000 people. The most significant em-

ployers are in the healthcare and social assistance sector (51,000).  Retail Trade fol-

lows with 16,000 employed.  Accommodation and Food services employ 9,000 peo-

ple. About 12,200 businesses employ these 114,000 people. They bring home a pay-

roll of $4.3 billion to the district.  

CD9 has 282,000 households.  The median HH income is just over $51,000.  About 

24% have pay and benefits of $100,000 or more.  The average income is about 

$78,000.  About 19% of all people were below the poverty level in 2015 of this 15% 

were in families.  For a family of three, this is $20,160 in 2016.  (23K pdf, federal 

poverty level chart is here). 

 

 

 

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/ochia/downloads/pdf/federal-poverty-guidelines-2016.pdf
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CD9 supports four Business Improvement Districts aimed at local employment, 

small business services, training, and education. And design assistance services.  

1. Pitkin Avenue BID 

2. Church Avenue BID & Flatbush Avenue BID  

3. Flatbush Nostrand Junction BID 

4. Kings Highway BID  

The city’s 72 business improvement districts spent a total of $127M in 2015, accord-

ing to a by the NYC Small Business Service.  For comparison, the here is the 2016 

report with spending nearing $135M 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

http://pitkinavenue.nyc/
https://www.churchavenue.org/
http://www.flatbushavebid.com/
http://www.exploreflatbush.com/
http://www.kingshighwaybid.org/
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/sbs/index.page
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Brooklyn Health Complex 

The ACS estimates a total of 691,000 have health insurance of 

which 430,000 have private insurance, and 318,000 have public 

coverage. About 65,000 people are without coverage in CD9. The 

Susan Smith McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, the 

Kings County Hospital Center and the Downstate Medical Center 

is the districts largest employer and an excellent partner in defin-

ing the impact of the repeal/replace initiative over the next year or two. 

 

 

Downstate has a student body of nearly 1,800 and a staff and faculty community of 

about 8,000. No other organization in the entire state would be more informed re-

garding health issues. It maintains Brooklyn’s only Medical History Library. 

The central location of these facilities is an opportunity for a more extensive urban 

design solution based on the provision of various surface transportation systems 

and services with the goal of reducing private automobile traffic.  Brooklyn Health 

Index is 52 of among NY State’s 62 counties. What is the relationship of these insti-

tutions to the NYC Health + Hospitals initiative launched in April 2016? How many 

people will this complex serve? Can services be provided to get people into preven-

tative care and long-term health insurance services? 

http://www.downstate.edu/
http://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/mckinney/
http://www.downstate.edu/
http://www.downstate.edu/brooklynhistoryofmedicine/
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The Official City Map 

For more detailed and localized data, the NYC Map resource gives you the loca-
tion of local capital projects, community facilities and a host of other location-
based resources (HERE). 

Capital Projects 
City Life 
City Programs 
Business Improvement 
Districts 
Cultural Institutions 
Education 
Health Facilities 
Landmarks 
Municipal Boundaries 
Assembly District 
Borough 
Census Tract 
City Council Districts 

Congressional District 
Election District 
Fire Battalion 
Fire Company 
Fire Division 
Municipal Court District 
NYPD Patrol Borough 
Police Precinct 
Sanitation Section 
School District 
State Senate District 
United Hospital Fund 
Neighborhood 
ZIP Code 

EMS Stations 
Fire Houses 
Police Precincts 
Day Care Center 
Homeless Services  
Hospital 
Library 
Post Office 
Senior Centers 
 
And more 
 
 

 

 

Review the map.  It will help identify networking opportunities near you such as pub-
lic meeting places or the boundary of your election district.   

Many of the community services and facilities listed above receive Federal support 
ranging from funding for projects to Medicaid reimbursement. The estimate of a 
Federal program in New York City is $7 billion. This amount is significant, but NYC 
(like most cities) rank very low among municipalities in funding per capita. Reasons 
for this include the suburban constituency of Congress and lack of unity among the NY 
Delegation. 

  

http://maps.nyc.gov/doitt/nycitymap/
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.  

The Census provides useful online resources for examining a 
community. The American Community Survey and the 
American Fact Finder have many tools that provide a de-
tailed look at our social and economic lives that anyone in 
the world can see. 

A Congressional District tool is a good example 

(HERE). You can embed this into your website. 

Summary of all NYS Congressional Districts is in this 

resource.  Participants in IndivisibleNinth are 

encouraged to become familiar with this information. 
 

The NYC Planning Department provides residents with neighborhood 

information organized from the Census and a variety of local agency 

sources for our use (HERE). The Community Districts connect city agen-

cies with area residents with the help of volunteer boards, a District 

Manager, and a small support staff.  

For example, our CD9 area includes small parts of Park Slope, Crown Heights, and East 

Flatbush. Summary demographics of each community provide a reasonable description of 

the city districts by numbers, such as the type of housing units, to participants in Medicaid 

and SSI, and so on.  Take a look; the tear sheets are available for download at the link 

above. 

 

  

http://communitydesign.net/AKNA/clarks-district/
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/data-maps/nyc-population.page
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Research Call 

Participants in evaluating data are needed to develop the best questions possible to the polit-

ically skilled staff in the offices of Brooklyn’s Senatorial, Congressional, City Council and 

NY State Senate and Assembly.   

 Most of our questions will be those to which we know the answers. Our general que-

ry to these offices will come from a variety of quarters. The purpose is to involve our 

research teams in an evaluation of responses. For example, will the answers to these 

questions be “what we want to hear” or “what we need to know”? Does the data re-

flect their voting patterns, legislative initiatives, and so on? 

 When it comes to how money now works in politics, regular participants of the <$50 

per year per candidate carry far less weight than the national PAC strategies devel-

oped in the wake of Citizens United. Ongoing relationship building with the federal 

watchdogs on this problem has required specialized local teams. Thank you for your 

work.  

If you are attracted to the idea of using your brain instead of your body on some street, you 

will enjoy research as a compelling alternative.   

Use the www.communitydesign.net/Indivisible website and register with a login name and 

an email address. This data will remain confidential. Jouneys always begin with a small 

step. 

http://www.communitydesign.net/Indivisible

